TITOLO
Protocol for a prospective, school-based standardisation study of a digital social skills assessment tool
for children: The Paediatric Evaluation of Emotions, Relationships, and Socialisation (PEERS) study.
AUTORE/I
Thompson EJ1, Beauchamp MH2,3, Darling SJ1,4, Hearps SJC1, Brown A1, Charalambous G5, Crossley
L1, Darby D1,6,7,8, Dooley JJ9, Greenham M1, Jaimangal M5, McDonald S10, Muscara F1,4, Turkstra
L11, Anderson VA1,12,13.
Author information
1Clinical Sciences, Murdoch Children's Research Institute, The Royal Children's Hospital, Parkville, Australia.
2Department of Psychology, University of Montreal, Montreal, Canada.
3Brain Development Research Axis, Sainte-Justine Hospital Research Center, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.
4Department of Pediatrics, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria, Australia.
5Curve Tomorrow, Melbourne, Australia.
6The Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental Health, Melbourne, Australia.
7Eastern Health Neurosciences, Box Hill, Parkville, Australia.
8Department of Medicine, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Parkville, Victoria, Australia.
9Court Psychiatric Clinic, Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas, Cleveland, Ohio, USA.
10School of Psychology, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia.
11School of Rehabilitation Science, Speech-Language Pathology Program, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.
12Melbourne School of Psychological Sciences, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Australia.
13Psychology Service, The Royal Children's Hospital, Parkville, Australia.

ANNO PUBBLICAZIONE
2018
EDITORE
BMJ Open. 2018 Feb 8;8(2):e016633. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2017-016633.
LINK ALL’ARTICOLO (VERSIONE FREE)
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5829868/
ARGOMENTO
Protocollo di valutazione di valutazione delle competenze sociali in popolazioni scolastiche dai 4 ai
17.11 anni
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CAMPIONE
1000 soggetti in età compresa tra i 4 ai 17.11 anni.
COMMENTI
Questo recente studio indaga aspetti molto particolari della comunicazione, in un campione molto
ambio di soggetti in età scolastica (oltre 1000) in un range di età piuttosto ampio (tra i 4 e i 17 anni
e 11 mesi).
In particolare fornisce informazioni e dati normativi raccolti attraverso la Batteria PEERS, un’app
dedicata che contiene self-report indirizzati ai ragazzi, agli insegnanti e ai loro genitori.

ABSTRACT
BACKGROUND
Humans are by nature a social species, with much of human experience spent in social interaction.
Unsurprisingly, social functioning is crucial to well-being and quality of life across the lifespan. While
early intervention for social problems appears promising, our ability to identify the specific
impairments underlying their social problems (eg, social communication) is restricted by a dearth of
accurate, ecologically valid and comprehensive child-direct assessment tools. Current tools are
largely limited to parent and teacher ratings scales, which may identify social dysfunction, but not
its underlying cause, or adult-based experimental tools, which lack age-appropriate norms. The
present study describes the development and standardisation of Paediatric Evaluation of Emotions,
Relationships, and Socialisation (PEERS®), an iPad-based social skills assessment tool.
METHODS
The PEERS project is a cross-sectional study involving two groups: (1) a normative group, recruited
from early childhood, primary and secondary schools across metropolitan and regional Victoria,
Australia; and (2) a clinical group, ascertained from outpatient services at The Royal Children's
Hospital Melbourne (RCH). The project aims to establish normative data for PEERS®, a novel and
comprehensive app-delivered child-direct measure of social skills for children and youth. The
project involves recruiting and assessing 1000 children aged 4.0-17.11 years. Assessments consist of
an intellectual screen, PEERS® subtests, and PEERS-Q, a self-report questionnaire of social skills.
Parents and teachers also complete questionnaires relating to participants' social skills. Main
analyses will comprise regression-based continuous norming, factor analysis and psychometric
analysis of PEERS® and PEERS-Q.
ETHICS AND DISSEMINATION:
Ethics approval has been obtained through the RCH Human Research Ethics Committee (34046),
the Victorian Government Department of Education and Early Childhood Development (002318),
and Catholic Education Melbourne (2166). Findings will be disseminated through international
conferences and peer-reviewed journals. Following standardisation of PEERS®, the tool will be
made commercially available.
© Article author(s) (or their employer(s) unless otherwise stated in the text of the article) 2018. All
rights reserved. No commercial use is permitted unless otherwise expressly granted.

