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Protocollo di valutazione di valutazione delle competenze sociali in popolazioni scolastiche dai 4 ai 
17.11 anni 
 
PAROLE CHIAVE 
Adolescent; child; development; social cognition; test measurement 
 
CAMPIONE 

1000 soggetti in età compresa tra i 4 ai 17.11 anni. 

 
COMMENTI  
Questo recente studio indaga aspetti molto particolari della comunicazione, in un campione molto 

ambio di soggetti in età scolastica (oltre 1000) in un range di età piuttosto ampio (tra i 4 e i 17 anni 
e 11 mesi). 
In particolare fornisce informazioni e dati normativi raccolti attraverso la Batteria PEERS, un’app 
dedicata che contiene self-report indirizzati ai ragazzi, agli insegnanti e ai loro genitori. 
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ABSTRACT 
 
BACKGROUND 
Humans are by nature a social species, with much of human experience spent in social interaction. 
Unsurprisingly, social functioning is crucial to well-being and quality of life across the lifespan. While 
early intervention for social problems appears promising, our ability to identify the specific 
impairments underlying their social problems (eg, social communication) is restricted by a dearth of 
accurate, ecologically valid and comprehensive child-direct assessment tools. Current tools are 
largely limited to parent and teacher ratings scales, which may identify social dysfunction, but not 

its underlying cause, or adult-based experimental tools, which lack age-appropriate norms. The 
present study describes the development and standardisation of Paediatric Evaluation of Emotions, 
Relationships, and Socialisation (PEERS®), an iPad-based social skills assessment tool. 
 
METHODS 
The PEERS project is a cross-sectional study involving two groups: (1) a normative group, recruited 
from early childhood, primary and secondary schools across metropolitan and regional Victoria, 
Australia; and (2) a clinical group, ascertained from outpatient services at The Royal Children's 
Hospital Melbourne (RCH). The project aims to establish normative data for PEERS®, a novel and 
comprehensive app-delivered child-direct measure of social skills for children and youth. The 
project involves recruiting and assessing 1000 children aged 4.0-17.11 years. Assessments consist of 

an intellectual screen, PEERS® subtests, and PEERS-Q, a self-report questionnaire of social skills. 
Parents and teachers also complete questionnaires relating to participants' social skills. Main 
analyses will comprise regression-based continuous norming, factor analysis and psychometric 
analysis of PEERS® and PEERS-Q. 
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